Name _______________________________

Date __________________ Block ________




Instructions:  Answer the questions as thoroughly as possible in sentence form.   Try to use as much art vocabulary as possible!  The questions labeled with ASTERISKS are REQUIRED.  If there is not an asterisks marked, then read the question and decide if that question applies to your chosen work of art. 
* means the question is REQUIRED


*1. List the Credit Line Information:   

a. Artist:
b. Title:

c. Size:

d. Medium:

e. Location:
*2.  What is the subject of this work of art?  What else do you see? (Or is it nonrepresentational?)
*3.  How would you describe this work of art to a person who could not see it? 
*4. Where are the designs/objects/people located on the picture plane? (Top, bottom, center?)


*5. What can you tell me about the colors in this artwork?  Is there a color scheme used?  If so, what kind?    (Ex: black & white, monochromatic, analogous, complementary, etc)
6. What types of shapes are used? (Geometric, Organic, closed, open, etc.)  What type of lines are used? (Diagonal, horizontal, vertical, curvy, zigzag etc)  Do the lines lead your eye or create movement?  How?
*7. What part of the work is emphasized? What is the focal point? How do you know it is the most important? (What art elements draw attention to it? Does the artist use convergence, size, location, or contrast to draw attention to it?)  Is there not a focal point?
*8. How does the artist use value?  Where is the area of greatest VALUE contrast? 
9. Does the artist use texture? Is it tactile or visual texture? Is there a lack of texture that is interesting?  
*10. Was this artist concerned with showing space? Does it look flat or does it have the illusion of space on a 2D surface?  If so, how did they do it? 
*11. What other elements and/or principles of art are used?  (Balance: Symmetrical, or informal?) Repetition? Pattern? Variety? Unity? Movement?) Explain how they are used.



*12. What title would you give to this work of art? (Do not use the artist’s title.) What made you decide on that title? 
*13. What do you think is happening in this work of art? What else could be happening? MAKE A GUESS!
14. What can you tell me about how this person, people or animal(s) lived? How did you arrive at that idea? (If there are no people, then don’t write about it!)
15. Pretend you are inside this artwork. What does it feel like? Take a guess as to what season, what time of day and what time of the year it may be.
16.  Is your artwork a 3D object? (ex: a sculpture, ceramic pot, etc.) If so, is it a functional object? (Something that can actually be used for something other than just looking at) (Ex: chair, table, vase, pot, mask, etc.) If so, what do you think this object was or could be used for? (ex: for seating, displaying flowers, carrying water, wearing on your face for a tribal dance, etc.) How did you arrive at that idea? (Note: This question won’t apply to most works of art so don’t write that your artwork is NOT 3D!)
*17. Why do you suppose the artist made this? What makes you think that? 
*18. What message is the artist trying to send?  

*19. How do the Elements & Principles the artist used lead you to determine the message?  (example: a monochromatic blue color scheme makes it look sad or the artist used diagonal lines to make the artwork seem happy and lively, etc)

20. Do you find this work interesting?  Why or why not?

*21. Which of the three aesthetic theories does this work of art use? (It may be one, two, or all three!)

· Imitationalism:  Is this work of art a realistic representation of life?  

· Emotionalism:  Does this work of art express an emotion? 

· Formalism:  Does this work of art use the formal qualities (the elements & principles of art) successfully?

*22. Do you think this work of art is a successful work of art?   WHY? (hint: A work of art can be judged successful if it uses at least 1 of the aesthetic theories.) Do NOT say because it is famous or in an art textbook!
*23. What do you think about this art work?
